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Van Japan

HAREN, Onno Zwier van
Zwolle : 1775
N—L v [B&EICDOWT]

T, BFICE3EERFENTNSE L LR TNS

A Z{5] ¢

& ANix®) A b BGEH

REEzHY T
> DFEAEH

o
P
-’

-

S F° A&

I35

T

Haren was a nobleman hailing from Friesland in northern Holland and served as head of a learned

society in Zeeland. His works include a biography of Johannes Camphijs, who served three terms as

head of the Dutch factory at Dejima.

Van Japan is a history book based largely on the journals of the Dutch factory heads and focusing on
the suppression of Christianity over the years 1550-1750. At the time, other European countries charged
that the Dutch had forsaken their faith in order to monopolize trade with Japan, helped to put down the
Christian rebellion on the Shimabara peninsula, and even trodden on crucifixes to prove their loyaity. In
answer, Haren argued that, although the Dutch did send warships to Shimabara at the shogun's order,
they had not cooperated in the persecution of Christians or put any crosses underfoot. He also asserted

that there were still covert Christians in Japan and that the oppression by the shogunate was continuing.



