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IRVING, Washington
RACKHAM, Arthur (llus.)

The legend of Sleepy Hollow.
Philadelphia, 1928.
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Washington Irving (1783-1859) was a novelist born in New York. Deeply attuned from youth to European culture, he
introduced into American literature a prose style distinguished by elegance, irony, and urbane humor.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, included in The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent (1819-1820), is a short story set
in a secluded village. Its protagonist, Ichabod Crane, is a superstitious schoolteacher who has recently settled there. He
becomes enamored of Katrina, the daughter of a prosperous farmer, but faces a formidable rival in Brom Bones, a burly
and boisterous young man, while the local legend of the Headless Horseman further unsettles him. The Horseman is said
to be the ghost of a soldier who lost his head during the American Revolutionary War and who rides through the night in
search of it. One night, Ichabod encounters the Headless Horseman in the dark forest, and a frantic chase ensues.

Adapting a German legend to an American setting, Irving explores superstition and reason, terror and comedy. The tale
is celebrated as a classic American ghost story and a light yet incisive satire of rural society and human psychology. Arthur
Rackham’s finely detailed line work and muted colors heighten the work’s uncanny, poetic atmosphere.

Irving is often described as a founder of the American short story, and his penetrating depiction of the darker aspects of
human nature exerted influence upon Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Henry James.

*Arthur Rackham (1867-1939): A leading British illustrator of the Golden Age of Illustration, known for Peter Pan in Kensington
Gardens (1906), Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1907), and Der Ring des Nibelungen (1911).
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EMERSON, Ralph Waldo

Letters and social aims.
London, 1876.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) was a thinker and poet born in Boston and a central figure of the American
Renaissance. After graduating from university, he entered the ministry, only to resign soon afterward, troubled by
doctrinal doubts. He then traveled to Europe, where he deepened his intellectual horizons, and upon returning to the
United States devoted himself to a life of lecturing and writing, In Nature (1836), he articulated the principles of
Transcendentalism.

Letters and Social Aims (1876) is a collection of essays from his later years. The term “Letters” in the title refers to
learning and cultivated intellectual activity and suggests the inward pursuit of knowledge, while “Social Aims” points to
the outward practices of social life, such as courtesy, eloquence, and influence upon others. In his youth, Emerson
championed “self-reliance” and advanced a vigorous idealism in works such as Essays: First Series (1847). In contrast, this
later volume, grounded in mature reflection, considers how a disciplined intellect may harmonize with society and
contribute to the formation of a refined culture. As a guiding presence in American letters, Emerson here presents a vision
of balance between individual independence and social responsibility, offering a lasting model for future generations.

This copy bears an autograph presentation inscription by Ralph Waldo Emerson to his friend, the poet William
Allingham (1824-1889), with the words “With kind regards,” affixed on a separate slip of paper.
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HAWTHORNE, Nathaniel

The scarlet letter.
Boston, 1850.
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Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was a novelist from Massachusetts. Born into a prominent Puritan family, he devoted
himself to reading and writing in his hometown following his graduation from college. After years of experimentation, he
published 7wice-Told Tales (1837), marking his emergence as a writer.

The Scarlet Letter (1850), his first full-length novel, is set in seventeenth-century Puritan society. The heroine, Hester
Prynne, becomes pregnant and gives birth despite her husband’s absence. As punishment, she is forced to wear upon her
chest a scarlet letter “A,” signifying adultery. While Hester and her child endure discrimination and gradually gain respect
through their sincerity and strength, the minister who is the child’s father conceals his sin and suffers inward torment.
Furthermore, Hester’s husband, consumed by revenge, slowly undermines the minister’s mind. Through rich symbolism,
Hawthorne portrays the difficulty of moral purity and the darker consequences of rigid moral codes. The novel remains
one of the defining works of American literature, portraying individuals torn between good and evil, society and the self.

Inworks such as Young Goodman Brown (1846), The House of the Seven Gables(1851), and The Marble Faun (1860),
Hawthorne continued to explore the darkness of the human heart, consistently examining themes of sin and conscience.

His writings exerted a profound influence on later authors, including Henry James.
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LONGFELLOW, Henry Wadsworth

Evangeline.
Boston, 1868.
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) was a poet born in Portland. Drawing upon his experience as a professor at
Harvard University and the insight he gained through many years of study in Europe, he established a distinctly American
epic tradition.

His representative work Evangeline (1847) is an epic poem based on the historical tragedy known as the Expulsion of
the Acadians in the mid-eighteenth century. The heroine, Evangeline, is separated from her beloved as a result of the
British policy of forced relocation. She wanders across North America in search of him, and after a long journey becomes
anun. At last, she is reunited with her lover in an unexpected encounter. The poem portrays a woman who does not lose
hope, faith, or patience even amid the harsh fate of separation and wandering. Modeled in part on the classical meter of
Hermann und Dorothea (1797) by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, the work reflects European influence in its elevated
style and its treatment of personal tragedy as part of a people’s history. At the same time, its sweeping depictions of the
American landscape and its intimate lyricism give it a distinctive place in American literature.

Longfellow is also known for completing an English translation of Dante Alighieri’s La Divina Commedia, regarded as
a masterpiece of talian literature. He may thus be seen as a poet who inherited the European classical tradition while
helping to build American literature.
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POE, Edgar Allan

The murders in the Rue Morgue :
facsimile of the MS in the Drexel institute.
Philadelphia, 1895.
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was a writer and journalist born in Boston. Orphaned at a young age and raised in an
unstable household, he is often said to have drawn upon these early hardships in shaping the recurring themes of loneliness
and loss in his work.

The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841) is widely regarded as the first modern detective story. Set in Paris on the Rue
Morgue, it opens with the brutal murder of a mother and daughter in a locked room. Witnesses offer conflicting accounts
of the voice they heard at the scene: one claims it was French, another Italian, Spanish, Russian, or even German. The
only point of agreement was that “it sounded like the voice of a foreigner.” With no apparent weapon and no visible means
of entry, the police investigation comes to a standstill. C. Auguste Dupin then analyzes newspaper reports and the details
of the crime scene, employing unconventional reasoning to reach a startling conclusion. The story established the figure
of the analytical detective who uncovers truth through observation and logic, and it became a model for later fictional
detectives such as Sherlock Holmes.

Among Poe’s other works, 7he Gold-Bug (1843) is considered a foundational example of the cryptographic mystery.
Meanwhile, 7he Black Cat (1843) and The Fall of the House of Usher (1839) explore madness and the fear of death
through meticulous psychological depiction, helping to refine and elevate the modern tale of horror.

5]



AR RE R e [ 55 A e

POE, Edgar Allan

Edmund Dulac (illus.)
The bells and other poems.
London, 1912.
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Poe, who explored logic and terror in fiction, was also a poet pursuing the sound and rhythm of language to utmost limits.

The Bells (1849) is an experimental poem that seeks to render sound itself in words. Rather than presenting a
conventional narrative, it evokes the stages of life and shifting emotions through the changing tones of different bells.
Through the persistent repetition of “bells, bells, bells” and the rich use of onomatopoeia, the poem creates the illusion of
audible ringing. Appealing directly to the senses, it exemplifies Poe’s ideal of “pure poetry” and stands among his most
striking achievements in musical effect. Also included is 7he Raven (1845), a representative work that secured his
reputation as a poet through its extraordinary musicality and symbolism. A raven appears before a man grieving the loss
of his beloved and repeats the word “Nevermore” in response to every question he asks. Its monotonous reply gradually
drives him into madness, forcing him to confront the despairing truth that his beloved will never return. The volume
further contains Annabel Lee (1849) and Ulalume (1847), and others. Tllustrations by Edmund Dulac, with their
restrained, jewel-like colors and subtle shading, enhance the work’s dreamlike atmosphere of mystery and melancholy.

Despite his short life, Poe exerted a lasting influence on later literature through his exploration of horror, psychological
depth, and poetic beauty, inspiring writers such as William Faulkner and Stephen King,.

*Edmund Dulac (1882-1953): A French-born British illustrator known for his highly decorative and fantastical style, whose
works include 7he Tempest (1908), Tanglewood Tales (1918), and Edmund Dulac’s Fairy Book (1916).

6



AR RE R e [ 55 A e

THOREAU, Henry David

Walden : or, life in the woods.
Boston, 1854.
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Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) was an essayist and poet from Massachusetts. After graduating from university, he
worked in his family business and was also employed as a teacher and surveyor. Deeply influenced by Ralph Waldo
Emerson, he sought to put Transcendentalist principles into practice and lived for more than two years in self-sufficiency
at Walden Pond.

Walden; or, Life in the Woods (1854) is a philosophical work that combines close observation of nature with reflections
on universal human themes such as labor, time, property, and solitude. Thoreau offered a critique of the growing
materialism of modern society. He emphasized independence, conscience, and the value of time, portraying nature not
merely as a backdrop but as a presence that awakens and refines the human spirit. The work stands as both a record of
natural observation and as a philosophical inquiry into what it means to live richly. As a defining text of American
Transcendentalism, it later became foundational for environmental thought and civil disobedience.

From a young age, Thoreau opposed slavery and refused to pay taxes in protest, an act that led to his brief imprisonment.
This experience was later set down in Civil Disobedience (1849), a work that was widely read and admired by figures such
as Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.
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STOWE, Harriet Elizabeth Beecher

Uncle Tom's cabin : or life among the lowly.
Cleveland, 1852.

ZbT [Py b LAD/NE]

—
S S OERE R S S PR s ™

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN;

f:_.__ e [ 2 - . LIFE AMONG THE LOWLY.

F R e I TEANMINT HERCIKE STOWE

VoL 1.

- 0STON, d
y JONK P IEWETT & QOMPANT.
| n&mm

mmm i
Z +7(1811-1896) 1%, 24T 4 /1 v MHAEFTNOLFNER TS, BHIORDD &, HHEHFETED X Lz, KT
HERCTHET L FFEOBE X T 7-RICHEENE 7 ) . YL LA 5 9 BICAWEIC X 517 £3, 03T
fvhan [a b LCIA] (I8B3)BBEICNEL UFERT v a—2R LT L
R&EE 770 - bao/NRE] (1852) 13, IRFAITEIMLOECEALGE + 20i@ i@ L <, PERHEOIEAE
TE & S35 | % Zdh 2 BB Z i 7= KBV NS, SO FAD D L&A & L, BIREICE 53N 5 b
}\F"ﬂk L COERiE ¥ U R MNREE 2 Kb b ADOLIL, s IR EREN R E BT T E Lz, Ay
3. HEO XA B NHOIERE & 0 23 s, BGH%E [IrEY)] & LT RIERES SR Lz v T,
tﬂﬁﬁ‘lﬁﬁém ZERD SEEA WA ALEE, 19 HHICEWTEEICR SRR M2 T — 2 72 0, BERRHEEISES)(7 R Y
¥ a =X L) & AR ORI d(% AR5 2 F Uiz, BUETIc A PR vl — v KHEICEE R
L7=BRic, [B77205C DIERRES %5 X L7/ NE AR TIRALRDO TR L Eb L7 v okt AMED:
DEN R T T,

Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) was an American author born in Connecticut. Raised in a strict household by her
father, a minister, she received an education equal to that of boys at a female seminary and later became a teacher. Through
her association with intellectual and cultural figures, she devoted herself to literary pursuits. Her short story Uncle Lot
(1834) won a prize in a literary competition, marking her debut as a writer.

Her best-known work, Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly (1852), is an antislavery novel that depicts the
inhumanity of slavery and the tragedy of families torn apart through the fate of Tom, a gentle and devout enslaved man.
Passed from one master to another, Tom endures violence and discrimination, yet he never relinquishes his dignity and
his Christian compassion. Through his story, Stowe posed a powerful moral challenge to her readers. By employing in a
popular style with a clear distinction between good and evil, the novel forcefully condemns a system that treats human
beings as property. Immediately after its publication, the book provoked an enormous response and became, in the
nineteenth century, second only to the Bible in sales. It exerted a profound influence on the abolitionist movement and
on public opinion in the years leading up to the American Civil War. An often-repeated anecdote recounts that when
Stowe met President Abraham Lincoln during the war, he is said to have greeted her by remarking, “So you're the little
woman who wrote the book that made this great war,” a remark that has come to symbolize the novel’s extraordinary social

impact.
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MELVILLE, Herman

Moby-Dick, or the whale.
New York, 1851.
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Herman Melville (1819-1891) was a poet and novelist born in New York. After his father’s death, he left school at the
age of twelve and worked in various occupations before embarking on a life at sea aboard whaling vessels. His experiences
at sea formed the basis of 7ypee (1846), which became a bestseller.

His masterpiece Moby-Dick; or, The Whale (1851) opens with the young narrator Ishmael signing on to a whaling
voyage. The ship is commanded by Captain Ahab, who is obsessed with revenge against the white whale that once tore
off hisleg. As the story unfolds, Ahab’s monomaniacal pursuit gradually comes to dominate the entire crew, and the voyage
grows increasingly tense and ominous. The narrative culminates in the ship’s confrontation with the overwhelming
presence of the white whale. Though structured as an adventure tale, the novel weaves together detailed knowledge of
whales and the sea with mythological and philosophical reflection. It draws readers into a vast ocean of thought and probes
profound questions about fate, madness, and the relationship between humanity and nature. During the writing of this
novel, Melville met Nathaniel Hawthorne, an encounter often regarded as having contributed to the novel’s shift from a
simple adventure narrative to a more philosophical and symbolic mode.

Although Melville’s true worth was not fully recognized during his lifetime, a revival of interest in the 1920s led to a major
reassessment of his work. Today, he is regarded as one of the central figures of American literature.
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Leaves of grass.
Brooklyn, 1855.
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Walt Whitman (1819-1892), born in New York State, is regarded as the father of free verse and as a national poet of the
United States. Because of his family’s poverty, he began working at the age of eleven and later gained experience as a
journalist for Democratic newspapers. Disillusioned with politics, he devoted himself to reading and sought an
independent literary path.

The first edition of Leaves of Grass (1855), containing twelve poems, was published anonymously at his own expense.
Although it received little favorable response at first, Whitman devoted his life to expanding and revising the collection.
The deathbed edition of 1892 had grown into a monumental work containing 293 poems. Its distinctive features include
free verse without fixed meter or rhyme and a direct, colloquial style. He celebrated the individual self and the democratic
vitality of America. In the representative poem Song of Myself, he develops in powerful rhythms the idea that the individual
body and senses are intimately connected to society and the cosmos. At the time, his celebration of life and his democratic
ideal was highly provocative, and his frank treatment of the body and sexuality drew severe criticism.

His experiences during the American Civil War profoundly shaped his later work. In Drum-Taps (1865), he portrayed
death, loss, human sympathy, and mourning. In the prose work Democratic Vistas (1871), he reflected on postwar society
and explored democracy as a process of moral and personal maturation. In Japan, he was introduced by Soseki Natsume

and came to be known as a poet of democracy.
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ALCOTT, Louisa May

Little women and Little women married.
London, [18897].
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Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) was an American author born in Germantown, Pennsylvania. Her father was the
Transcendentalist and educator Amos Bronson Alcott, and she grew up as the second of four sisters. Although her family
often struggled financially due to her father’s failed educational ventures, she was richly influenced by his ideals and by
leading thinkers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Her first book, Flower Fables (1855), written
at the age of sixteen, was based on stories she had originally composed for Emerson’s daughter. During the American Civil
War, she worked as a nurse, and her experiences formed the basis of Hospital Sketches (1863).

Little Women (1868-1869), published in two parts, is an autobiographical domestic novel set against the background of
the Civil War and modeled on Alcott and her sisters. Centered on the devoted mother of the March family, the story
warmly portrays the daily joys, struggles, and growth of the four sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy. The novel achieved
immediate success upon publication and established Alcott’s reputation as a children’s author. It was followed by three
sequels, translated into many languages, and continues to be read across generations to this day.
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The cynic's word book.
New York, 1906.
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Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914?) was a journalist and writer born in Ohio. Raised in poverty, he worked in various
occupations before serving in the American Civil War. After the war he became a journalist and became known for his
sharply ironic and satirical prose, earning the nickname “Bitter Bierce.”

The Cynic’s Word Book (1906) is a satirical work arranged in dictionary form and filled with caustic humor. For example,
he defines “Love” as “a temporary insanity curable by marriage or by removal of the patient from the influences under
which he incurred the disorder,” and “Peace” as “a period of cheating between two periods of fighting.” By assigning
startling and paradoxical definitions to familiar words, Bierce exposed human selfishness, the pursuit of power, and self-
deception. The work began as a series of newspaper columns, and the first edition contained entries from A to L. A later
expanded edition, including entries from M onward, was published under the title 7he Devil’s Dictionary (1911), under
which it soon became widely known.

In his later years, disillusioned by personal misfortunes and by society itself, Bierce traveled to Mexico in 1913 and
disappeared without a trace. He is nevertheless remembered as a master of the short story in works such as /n the Midist
of Life (1892), which portrays various aspects of death against the backdrop of the Civil War, and in his later supernatural
tales that explore the boundaries between reality and illusion. In Japan, he was highly praised by Ryunosuke Akutagawa,
whose own work suggests an affinity with Bierce’s themes and techniques.
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TWAIN, Mark

The adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Hartford, 1876.
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Mark Twain (born Samuel Langhorne Clemens, 1835-1910) was a novelist born in Florida, Missouri. After losing his
father, he began working at the age of twelve and later became a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi River. His pen name
was derived from the riverboat term “By the mark twain!”, a call indicating safe water depth.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) is set in a town along the Mississippi River and portrays the daily life and growth
of a mischievous boy named Tom. Disliking the strict rules imposed by adults and loving freedom, Tom skips school and
cleverly turns troublesome chores into games, gradually becoming the talk of the town. Through adventures with his friend
Huck, experiences of first love, and the excitement of treasure hunting, the novel vividly captures the joys of boyhood while
humorously expressing the tension between freedom and social norms.

A companion novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), shifts the narrator to Tom'’s friend Huck. While Tom’s
story centers on youthful dreams and play, Huck’s journey confronts issues such as slavery, racial prejudice, and the conflict
between personal conscience and social norms, offering a deeper reflection on American society. Ernest Hemingway
famously remarked that “All modern American literature comes from Huckleberry Finn,” a statement that attests to the
novel’s lasting influence on later writers.
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A tramp abroad.
Hartford, 1880.
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A Tramp Abroad(1880) is a work of travel literature based on Mark Twain’s journey through Europe. True to his famous
words, “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness,” the book represents an attempt to question
established values and to redefine the world through his own eyes and words.

The word “tramp” means “to wander on foot.” With wit and independence, Twain observes celebrated tourist sites and
great works of art from a distinctly American perspective. He shows particular interest in Germany, offering poetic
descriptions of Heidelberg and the Black Forest. At the same time, in the appended essay 7he Awful German Language,
he humorously analyzes the complexity of German grammar and recounts his struggles as a learner. Beneath the humor
lies a serious engagement with the structural and cultural barriers embedded in language, as well as a keen linguistic
sensitivity. The book portrays human nature through encounters with different cultures and vividly reveals Twain’s
international outlook and satirical spirit.

In his later years, despite suffering financial ruin from failed business ventures, Twain repaid his debts through extensive
lecture tours. That experience was later published as Following the Equator (1897). Through his fusion of humor and
criticism, his frontier spirit, and his role in shaping a distinctly American identity, Twain came to be regarded as one of the
greatest writers and is often called the father of American literature.
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JAMES, Henry

The wings of the dove.

Westminster, 1902.
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Henry James (1843-1916) was a novelist born in New York. After a brief period of study, he eventually settled in Europe
to refine his art of fiction and became a British citizen in 1915. In many of his works, he explored the contrast between
America and Europe, examining differences in culture, morality, and sensibility.

The Wings of the Dove (1902) is a psychological novel that portrays intricate relationships shaped by love, morality, and
money. Set in London and Venice, the novel centers on three figures whose lives become intricately entwined: the
impoverished journalist Merton Densher, his lover Kate Croy, and Milly Theale, a fragile yet immensely wealthy American
heiress. Kate devises a scheme to secure Milly’s fortune by exploiting Milly’s affection for Densher, while Densher
struggles with profound moral conflict. Throughout the novel, James poses unsettling questions: Can love be redemptive,
or can it be destructive? Can happiness coexist with sacrifice? The title evokes the image of the dove as a symbol of Milly’s
innocence and self-sacrifice, and its wings suggest a spiritual power that embraces others and awakens conscience.

Together with 7he Ambassadors (1903) and The Golden Bowl (1904), this novel is regarded as one of the highest
achievements of James'’s psychological realism. He was also deeply influenced by Nathaniel Hawthorne and wrote a critical
study titled Hawthorne (1879), reflecting an engagement with his predecessor’s moral and symbolic art.
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CRANE, Stephen

The red badge of courage.
Shelton, [19--].
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Stephen Crane (1871-1900) was a novelist born in Newark, New Jersey. He began writing at an early age and self-
published his first novel, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893), which depicts the downfall of an innocent young woman
destroyed by a harsh urban environment. Its naturalistic theme was highly praised by Hamlin Garland, an influential
literary figure of the time, though the book did not achieve commercial success. Crane’s style is marked by an
impressionistic emphasis on color, sensation, and fleeting psychological states, and it later influenced writers such as Ernest
Hemingway.

The Red Badge of Courage (1895) brought Crane widespread recognition. Set during the American Civil War, the novel
unfolds from the perspective of Henry Fleming, an ordinary young soldier who volunteers for the Union Army. Overcome
by fear in his first battle, he flees the field, yet a wound he receives by chance is ironically mistaken for a mark of heroic
bravery. Praised by others, Henry experiences a complex inner conflict between relief at concealing his cowardice and
exhilaration at the false appearance of heroism. The novel rejects romanticized notions of warfare and instead portrays the
confusion, terror, and absurdity of the battlefield.

Remarkably, Crane had no personal experience of war when he wrote the novel and relied entirely on his imagination.
He later became a war correspondent and led a turbulent life, but died of tuberculosis at the age of twenty-eight.
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CATHER, Willa Sibert

Death comes for the Archbishop.
New York, 1927.
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Willa Cather (1873-1947) was an American author born in Virginia. After graduating from university, she worked as a
journalist and teacher while beginning her literary career.

Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927) is set in nineteenth century New Mexico and portrays the life of a French priest
devoted to missionary work. The protagonist, Bishop Jean Marie Latour, and his close friend Father Vaillant are sent from
France to rebuild a newly established diocese. Confronting the harsh landscape and engaging with Mexican American
and Native communities, the two men patiently cultivate faith and order in a remote region. Rather than unfolding
through dramatic incidents or climactic scenes, the novel is structured around a series of journeys, encounters, and quiet
intervals of reflection. In this work, death is depicted not as terror but as a natural culmination, a return to God and the
fulfillment of a life of faith. Through the story of a man who brought faith to the wilderness, Cather transforms death into
a gentle visitor arriving at the end of a long journey.

Cather was known for her structural ingenuity. In A Lost Lady (1923), she employed an indirect narrative voice through
a young observer to suggest the decline of an earlier era’s ideals. This technique is said to have deeply influenced F. Scott

Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby (1925).
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LONDON, Jack

Smoke Bellew.
New York, 1912.
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Jack London (1876-1916) was a novelist born in San Francisco. Forced by poverty to support his family from the age of

fourteen, he worked in a wide range of occupations. Drawing on these experiences, he emerged as a promising writer with
The Son of the Wolf(1900). He secured lasting fame with 7he Call of the Wild (1903) and White Fang (1906), works

that depict the conflict between civilization and the wild through the perspectives of dogs and wolves.

Smoke Bellew (1912) is a series of interconnected short stories based on London’s own experiences during the Klondike
Gold Rush. The protagonist, Christopher Bellew, nicknamed Smoke, is an urbane and intelligent newspaper reporter.
Setting out lightly for the gold fields, he soon confronts the harsh forces of nature and the swirl of human greed in the Far
North. Gradually, Smoke learns that survival depends not on intellect alone but on physical instinct, quick judgment, and
solidarity with companions. Throughout the work, London portrays a process of growth in which urban, civilized intellect
is transformed into the practical wisdom of the wilderness.

London had significant connections with Japan. In the early 1890s, he stayed in Yokohama as a crew member on a sealing
vessel, and during the Russo-Japanese War he accompanied the Japanese army as a war correspondent. Some of his early
short stories, such as O Haru (1897), are set in Japan, making him a noteworthy literary figure in the history of relations
between Japan and the United States.
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LEWIS, Harry Sinclair

Elmer Gantry.
New York, 1927.
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Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951) was a novelist born in Minnesota. Raised in a small town within a middle-class environment,
he drew deeply on these experiences in his fiction. After graduating from university, he worked as a newspaper reporter
and editor while continuing to write.

Elmer Gantry (1927) is one of his most celebrated works and a scathing satire of organized religion in the United States.
The protagonist, Elmer, is an ambitious man who craves fame and success more than faith. Though privately given to
wine and women, he skillfully manipulates mass psychology from the pulpit and rises to prominence as a popular
evangelist. Through Elmer’s ascent, which is built on using religion as a means of self-advancement and commercial gain,
Lewis indicts not faith itself but the corruption of the individuals and social institutions surrounding it. Upon publication,
the novel provoked fierce controversy and was banned in some places as blasphemous. Today, it is regarded as a
pioneering work that questions the uneasy relationship between religion and power.

His other major works, Main Street (1920), Babbitt (1922), and Arrowsmith (1925), also depict American middle-class
society and portray how individual ideals are often stifled by materialistic success and social conformity. In recognition of
his sharp exposure of American hypocrisy and philistinism, Lewis became in 1930 the first American to receive the Nobel
Prize in Literature.
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O'NEILL, Eugene Gladstone

Desire under the elms.
New York, 1925.
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Eugene O'Neill (1888-1953) was a playwright born in New York. After leaving university, he contracted tuberculosis,
and during his period of recuperation he resolved to become a dramatist.

Desire Under the Elms (1924) is one of his major works, set on a New England farm and exploring human desire, guilt,
and familial conflict. The drama centers on the stern and domineering father Ephraim Cabot and his sons. When Ephraim
brings home a young new wife, Abbie, tensions within the household intensify. Eben, the youngest son, who believes the
farm rightfully belongs to him, develops an intense and troubled bond with Abbie, who seeks both love and property. The
elms that overshadow the house symbolize the oppressive weight of fate and repression. Drawing on patterns reminiscent
of Greek tragedy, including father and son conflict and forbidden love, O’Neill presents a stark portrayal of instinctual
desire and sin within the harsh natural and emotional landscape of a closed family world.

In recognition of his profound psychological and literary transformation of American drama, O’Neill was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1936. Often called the father of American drama, he is also renowned for 7Ae lceman Cometh
(1939) and Long Day’s Journey into Night (1941), masterpieces that relentlessly probe the collapse of illusion and the
darkness within family life and the human soul.
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Farewell, my lovely.
Shelton, 1967.

Foy RS— [XOEELELL]

—_

] DV S B TR
1

F % v F7—(1888-1959) i3 ~— F R A v PG A RET 2/NIRKTT, 4 V) 7 AN AT iEETNE L7225,
REDRFIGEZ T2, 7T MO L JICRHRE A FY RICPEY . vy NV CHBERZTE L1z, Z OREHE
X, OB OYFRI NIURFEE 52 THET,

F— KT CIIEE L, #2172 Y A~NIRE, ZokidicEeaitt e L@z 3725 40 mgic L <
VER~DIEH P L, 1933 FEED S [ 7T v 7 =27 | FERE DN T = 1Y Ik g Liho £ 47, 1939
FICIRERE 1EL 725 TROARZIRD ] Z2FRL, FfFzEL Y L CERHFE7 4 ) v 7 - ~—a v D
NUWRHEHEL S, BEhEIND E L7z,

[XoIFFL &4 k] (1940)1k, ~—nm 7 - ) —XE2{RICH 7= 2RI, BT O AT L 72135 Y DA
<0 A DBANT 2w E T LR ESDITIC, VERIZE Vv ELRDEHAE~LERL T & T3, EHITHEAS
S FFOMHRIII N OAWCEE., B0, BENTH O b b iHEERUIVIECi o TE e —1
7 DNYNEHIRE N TN E T,

Raymond Chandler (1888-1959) was a leading writer of hardboiled detective fiction. He was born in Chicago, Illinois,
but after his father abandoned the family, he moved to England with his mother at the age of seven and received his
education in London. This British upbringing later influenced his refined prose style.

He served during the First World War and returned to the United States after the war. He worked as a reporter and an
accountant before deciding to become a writer. Around 1933 he began publishing short stories in pulp magazines such as
Black Mask. In 1939 he published his first novel, 7he Big Sleep, finally establishing the character of the private detective
Philip Marlowe, whom he had developed in his short fiction, and achieving considerable success.

Farewell, My Lovely (1940) is the second novel in the Marlowe series. The story begins when Marlowe is drawn into a
search for Velma, the lover of a hulking man recently released from prison, a case that leads him into the underworld of
Los Angeles. Beneath the intricately intertwined events lie themes of loneliness, obsession, and violence, revealing
Marlowe as a cynical yet principled figure who cannot turn his back on the vulnerable.
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Olld Possum's book of practical cats.
New York, 1939.
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T. S. Eliot (1888-1965) was a critic and writer born in Missouri. After graduating from university, he pursued further
studies in Europe and eventually settled in London. In 1927 he acquired British citizenship.

Old Possum'’s Book of Practical Cats (1939) is a humorous collection of poems known as the original basis for of the
musical Cats. The narrator, “Old Possum,” was Eliot’s own nickname, and the poems are marked by a light and playful
tone. Memorable feline characters such as Macavity the Mystery Cat, Mr. Mistoffelees, and the whimsical Rum Tum
Tugger are vividly portrayed through rhythmic verse and inventive wordplay, allowing readers to appreciate Eliot’s rich
linguistic flair and a keen ear for musical cadence. Adapted into a musical in 1981, the work became a long-running
international success and remains beloved around the world.

Eliot’s principal achievement, however, lay in his intellectually rigorous and densely textured poetry, which employed
fragmentary quotation and polyphonic structure to invite reflection through carefully constructed form and intricate
imagery. With long poems such as 7he Waste Land (1922) and Four Quartets (1943), he became a central figure of
modernist poetry and established an international reputation as a major innovator of twentieth century verse. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948.
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FITZGERALD, Francis Scott Key

The great Gatsby.
New York, 1953.
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F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940) was a novelist born in St. Paul, Minnesota. He enlisted in the United States Army during
the First World War, but the war ended before he could be deployed overseas, with his work later coming to be
distinguished by its portrayal of American society and manners in the postwar era. In the 1920s he lived intermittently in
the south of France and in Paris, associating with contemporaries such as Ernest Hemingway. He achieved early success
with his debut novel 7his Side of Paradise (1920). However, because of extravagant living and financial difficulties, he
spent much of his life writing short stories for magazines to supplement his income.

His best-known work, 7The Great Gatsby (1925), is set in the United States after the First World War and depicts the
rise and fall of the young millionaire Jay Gatsby through the perspective of his neighbor, Nick Carraway. Born into poverty,
Gatsby cannot forget Daisy, with whom he fell in love during the war. He amasses wealth through bootlegging and
purchases a mansion across the bay from her home, though she has married another man. For a brief time, his dream
appears within reach, yet he ultimately becomes a victim of Daisy’s selfishness and meets a lonely death. The novel is
widely regarded as a powerful portrayal of the distortion and collapse of the American Dream in the 1920s.
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HEMINGWAY, Ernest Miller

A farewell to arms.
New York, 1929.
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Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) was a novelist born in Oak Park, Illinois. Raised by a physician father who introduced
him to fishing and hunting, and a mother who loved music and painting, he grew up amid both outdoor pursuits and
artistic influences. After graduating from high school, he became a reporter for the Kansas City Star, where he developed
the concise and spare prose style that later became his hallmark.

In 1918 he joined the Italian front as a Red Cross ambulance driver. Severely wounded, he underwent a near-death
experience that profoundly shaped his outlook on life. During his hospitalization in Milan, he fell in love with the nurse
Agnes von Kurowsky. These experiences later formed the basis of A Farewell to Arms (1929). Set in Italy and Switzerland
during the First World War, the novel centers on the tragic love between Frederic Henry, an American who volunteers for
the Italian army ambulance corps, and Catherine Barkley, a British nurse. Often described as a modern Komeo and Juliet,
the work portrays the absurdity of war and the solitude of the individual in a restrained and unsentimental style. Widely
regarded as a masterpiece of war literature, it established Hemingway’s reputation as a major writer.

This edition is one of 510 limited copies, signed by the author, and features a vellum spine.
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HEMINGWAY, Ernest Miller

For whom the bell tolls.
New York, 1940.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940) is one of Ernest Hemingway’s best-known novels. Set against the background of the
Spanish Civil War, it portrays the heroic death and passionate love of a young American. Robert Jordan, an American who
joins the Republican forces, is assigned the strategically vital mission of blowing up a bridge and seeks the cooperation of
a guerrilla band operating in the mountains. There he meets Maria, whose parents were killed by Fascists and who herself
bears deep emotional scars. During the brief span of three days, they fall intensely in love. Although Jordan learns that the
operation has been rendered futile by failures in communication, he nevertheless carries out the mission. Gravely
wounded, he enables Maria and his comrades to escape while he himself prepares for his final stand.

In this work, the sacrifice of the individual for the sake of the whole is affirmed, marking a shift from Hemingway’s earlier
emphasis on individualism. The title derives from a sermon by the English poet and cleric John Donne and expresses the
idea that each person is part of humanity, and that the funeral bell tolling for another also tolls for oneself.
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HEMINGWAY, Ernest Miller

The old man and the sea.
London, 1952.
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The Old Man and the Seais a novella by Ernest Hemingway, published in 1952. Santiago, an aged Cuban fisherman
regarded as unlucky after eighty-four consecutive days without a catch, sets out alone in a small skiff into the Gulf Stream.
He soon hooks an enormous marlin, which tows the boat far out to sea without revealing itself. As he struggles with all his
strength and skill, the old man comes to feel respect and even fellowship for the great fish. After a relentless battle lasting
three days and two nights, he finally subdues and secures the fish and turns homeward. Yet the marlin, lashed to the side
of the boat, is repeatedly attacked by sharks, leaving only its skeleton by the time Santiago reaches the harbor. In this
desperate struggle, the old man embodies the dignity of one who “may be destroyed but not defeated,” and his solitary
contest with the vast forces of nature has come to symbolize the heroic ideal in American literature.

Hemingway’s previous novel, Across the River and Into the Trees (1950), had received a largely unfavorable reception.
With 7he Old Man and the Sea, however, he reaffirmed his stature as a writer, and in 1954 he was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature.
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FAULKNER, William Cuthbert

Absalom, Absalom!
New York, 1936.
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William Faulkner (1897-1962) was a novelist born in Mississippi. Although he left high school, he remained devoted to
literature. After the First World War, he dedicated himself to writing,

Absalom, Absalom!(1936) is a tragic novel depicting the history and guilt of the American South. The central figure is
Thomas Sutpen, who rises from poverty to become the patriarch of a prominent family. After settling in the South, he
seeks to establish a dynastic lineage on his vast plantation, yet his ambition ultimately collapses from within, undermined
by racism and an obsessive fixation on bloodline. The narrative is characterized by the absence of a single authoritative
voice; instead, multiple narrators reconstruct the story in fragmentary form, presenting events with deliberate ambiguity.
As readers piece together the intertwined fragments of past and present, they are compelled to confront the legacy of
slavery and racial discrimination. The title derives from Absalom in the Old Testament, the son who rebelled against his
father David, symbolizing themes of father and son, lineage and rebellion, and an inescapable destiny of ruin.

In other major works such as 7he Sound and the Fury (1929) and Light in August (1932), Faulkner likewise explored
human conflict and moral anguish, elevating regional subjects into universal tragedy. In recognition of his contribution to
American literature, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1949 and is regarded as a major national writer.

This volume is number 74 of a limited edition of 300 copies and bears Faulkner’s autograph.
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MITCHELL, Margaret

Gone with the wind,
New York, 1936.
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Margaret Mitchell (1900-1949) was a writer born in Atlanta, Georgia. From an early age she developed an interest in the
history of the American Civil War through stories told by her relatives. She entered college intending to become a physician
but withdrew following the sudden death of her mother. She later worked as a reporter for the Atlanta Journal, resigning
due to an ankle injury and subsequently turning to fiction.

Gone with the Wind (1936)1s a novel that Mitchell spent ten years writing. Set in Atlanta, Georgia, before and after the
Civil War, it portrays the life of the strong-willed and determined heroine Scarlett O’'Hara. Born and raised on a Southern
plantation, she confronts numerous hardships, including the collapse of society brought about by war, the decline of her
family’s fortunes, and the death of her husband, yet she survives with remarkable resilience. The novel became an
extraordinary bestseller in the year of its publication, exceeding one million copies in sales, and later achieved worldwide
renown through its film adaptation. The title symbolizes the passing of the culture and values of the once prosperous white
Southern society, swept away like the wind by the Civil War.

The only work Mitchell published during her lifetime was this novel. She died in 1949 as the result of a traffic accident.
In 1995, however, an unpublished work, Lost Laysen (1916), was discovered in the home of an acquaintance.
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STEINBECK, John Ernst

East of Eden.
New York, 1952.
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John Steinbeck (1902-1968) was a novelist born in Salinas, California. Having left Stanford University after five years of
study, he began writing while supporting himself through various occupations, including work as a reporter and a
bricklayer. He first gained attention with 7ortilla Flat (1935), a novel that draws on Arthurian legend to portray the lives
of paisanos of Mexican descent in California. 7he Grapes of Wrath (1939), set against the background of the Great
Depression and depicting the hardships of impoverished farmers, became a bestseller. He was awarded the Nobel Prize
in Literature in 1962.

East of Eden (1952) is a novel set in California from the period after the Civil War to the First World War, tracing three
generations of two families, the Trasks and the Hamiltons. Inspired by the story of Cain and Abel in the Book of Genesis,
it confronts themes of good and evil, sin and redemption. The novel does not present original sin as an inescapable fate
but instead offers a new interpretation, affirming that human beings possess free will and the capacity to choose good for
themselves. This view of humanity resonated with many readers, and the work was later adapted into a film by Elia Kazan.

This copy bears Steinbeck’s signature.
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WILLIAMS, Tennessee

A streetcar named Desire.
New York, 1947.
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Tennessee Williams (1911-1983) was a playwright born in Columbus, Mississippi, and a leading figure in American
drama after the Second World War. At the age of seven he moved to St. Louis, Missouri. The transition from a privileged
Southern upbringing to a lower middle-class life in the North profoundly influenced the recurring themes of decline and
loss in his works. He achieved critical acclaim with 7he Glass Menagerie (1945), which depicts the disintegration of a
family set in Depression-era St. Louis. He subsequently established his reputation as a major dramatist with A Streetcar
Named Desire (1947).

The play centers on Blanche DuBois, the daughter of a faded Southern family in decline. During her stay with her sister
and brother-in-law in New Orleans, her conflict with the coarse and pragmatic Stanley Kowalski leads to her gradual
mental breakdown. The title derives from an actual streetcar line in New Orleans. In the play, Blanche rides a streetcar
named Desire, transfers to one called Cemeteries, and arrives at Elysian Fields (meaning Paradise), where her sister lives.
This route symbolizes the course by which human beings, driven by desire, pass through destruction toward their
inevitable doom.
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SALINGER, Jerome David

The catcher in the rye.
Boston, 1951.
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J. D. Salinger (1919-2010) was a novelist born in New York. During the Second World War he served as a soldier while
continuing to write, publishing several short stories in magazines. After the war he contributed primarily to 7he New
Yorker, and in 1951 he rose to prominence with the publication of the novel 7he Catcher in the Rye.

The novel is narrated in the first person by Holden Caulfield, a sixteen-year-old boy. After being expelled for poor
academic performance, he wanders through New York for several days. Perceiving many of the adults he encounters as
hypocritical and “phony,” he is filled with profound loneliness and disgust. Yet in his confession to his beloved sister
Phoebe that he wishes to stand in a field of rye and catch children before they fall from a cliff, one senses his earnest desire
to preserve innocence. With its candid portrayal of adolescent anxiety and longing for purity, the novel resonated deeply
with young readers and came to be regarded as a defining coming-of-age work of postwar American literature.

Although Salinger achieved immediate fame with this work, he left New York in 1953 and withdrew from public life.
After publishing Hapworth 16, 1924 (1965), he released no further works and lived in seclusion thereafter.

31



AR RE R e [ 55 A e

BRADBURY, Ray

Fahrenhert 451.
New York, 1953.
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Ray Bradbury (1920-2012) was a writer from Illinois. He did not attend university for financial reasons but instead
educated himself through public libraries after graduating from high school.

His best-known work, Fahrenheit 451 (1953), is a novel set in the near future that depicts a society in which books are
banned. The title refers to the temperature at which paper ignites spontaneously. The protagonist, Guy Montag, is a
“fireman” whose duty is not to extinguish fires but to burn confiscated books. In this society, people are immersed in the
stimulating yet hollow “happiness” broadcast by television and radio, while books, as symbols of intellect, are prohibited
as threats to social order. Though initially loyal to his profession, Montag begins to question his mission and the system
itself after meeting a young neighbor and witnessing an old woman who chooses to die with her books, sharing their fate.
The novel reflects the book burnings of the Second World War and the censorship and totalitarianism of the Cold War.
At the same time, it portrays an internal crisis in which critical thought gradually declines as the masses abandon reflection
and surrender to entertainment. The work remains a powerful warning against information overload and a culture of
passive entertainment.

Bradbury also authored works such as 7he Martian Chronicles (1950), establishing himself as a pioneer of American
science fiction, while writing poetry and plays. He is known as the screenwriter of the 1956 film adaptation of Moby Dick.

This copy bears Bradbury’s autograph signature.
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ELIOT, John

The Holy Bible : containing the OIld Testament and the New.
Cambridge, 1663.
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The Holy Bible: Containing the Old Testament and the New (1663) is translated by the English-born Puritan missionary
John Eliot (1604-1690) for the purpose of spreading Christianity among Indigenous peoples in New England. It is
commonly known as the Eliot Indian Bible. Eliot used the English Geneva Bible as his source text and translated it into
the Massachusetts language, which belongs to the Algonquian family. The printing was carried out in Cambridge in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, a major printing center during the colonial period, and the work is recognized as the first
complete Bible printed in North America.

This volume stands as a historical record of missionary activity among Indigenous communities and holds notable
significance in the history of printing as well as the linguistic history of colonial America. Bibles produced for missionary
purposes such as this rarely survive in complete form. This copy, while showing signs of wear, retains all of its pages.
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SMITH, John

The generall historie of Virginia, New=England, and the Summer Isles.
London, 1632.
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John Smith (1579 or 1580-1631), an English soldier and explorer, authored 7he Generall Historie of Virginia,
New=England, and the Summer Isles (1624), a seminal record of early English colonization in North America. In 1607,
Smith sailed to the Virginia colony and served as a leader at Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement, overseeing
settlers and negotiating with Indigenous peoples.

The work describes the exploration and settlement of Virginia, New England, and the Bermuda (the Summer Isles),
documenting the hardships of colonial life, the region’s geography, climate, flora, and fauna, and Indigenous societies,
including the Powhatan people’s social structure, trade, language, and customs. These accounts offered readers in Europe
one of the earliest concrete images of eastern North America. Among the most widely known episodes described in the
work is Smith’s capture by Indigenous people and his subsequent rescue by Pocahontas, the daughter of Powhatan.
Because the story was first described in detail more than a decade after the alleged event and is supported by few other
contemporary sources, the historical accuracy of this episode remains a subject of debate.
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CLARK, William

Travels to the source of the Missouri River and across the American Continent to the
Pacific Ocean.
London, 1814.
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Travels to the source of the Missouri River and across the American Continent to the Pacific Ocean (1814) is the official
account of the United States’ first transcontinental expedition, undertaken in the early nineteenth century. In 1803,
President Thomas Jefferson organized the expedition to explore the vast western territories acquired through the
Louisiana Purchase. Captain Meriwether Lewis of the U.S. Army was appointed to lead the expedition, and at his request
Lieutenant William Clark joined as co-commander. From 1804 to 1806 the party traveled up the Missouri River, crossed
the Rocky Mountains, and ultimately reached the Pacific coast.

The volume presents the results of that expedition, describing not only the details of the journey but also observations
on topography of the regions explored, courses of rivers, the distribution of flora and fauna, and climatic conditions. It also
records the lifeways, trade relations, languages, and customs of the Indigenous tribes encountered along the way. Thus, it
conveyed valuable information about the western regions of North America, which were then largely unknown. The
expedition contributed to the expansion of scientific knowledge and later served as an important foundation for the

mapping of the region and the development of policies for westward expansion.
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HAMILTON, Alexander [and others]

The federalist, on the new Constitution.
Philadelphia, 1818.
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The Federalist Papers, originally published under the title 7he Federalist, on the New Constitution, is a collection of
eighty-five political essays written between 1787 and 1788 to promote the ratification of the United States Constitution.
The authors were Alexander Hamilton, later the first Secretary of the Treasury; James Madison, who later the fourth
President of the United States; and John Jay, who later served as the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Publishing
under the pseudonym “Publius,” after a statesman of ancient Rome, the essays appeared in newspapers in New York City.

Immediately following the American Revolution, the United States operated under the Articles of Confederation, which
granted only limited authority to the central government. As a result, the government struggled to levy taxes, organize a
national army, and maintain order, while interstate disputes, economic instability, and domestic uprisings arose. In
response, a new constitution was proposed to establish a stronger federal government. In these essays, the authors present
theoretical arguments concerning the necessity of federalism, the separation of powers and system of checks and balances,
and the problem of factions, demonstrating how the Constitution sought to reconcile liberty with political order.

Valued not merely as advocacy for ratification, 7he Federalisthas been long recognized as a classic exposition of modern
constitutionalism. It continues to serve as a central theoretical foundation for the interpretation and study of the United
States Constitution.

36



AR RE R e [ 55 A e

SPARKS, Jared

The writings of George Washington.
Boston, 1834.
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Sparks (1789-1866) was an American historian who played a foundational role in establishing historical scholarship in
the United States. From 1849 to 1853, he also served as president of Harvard University.

The work he edited, The Writings of George Washington (1834-1837), was published thirty-five years after the death
of George Washington (1732-1799), the first President of the United States. Issued in twelve volumes, the edition collects
Washington'’s letters, speeches, messages, and other documents from both his public and private life. It also includes a
biography of Washington written by Sparks, together with portraits and maps.

Sparks altered or omitted portions of the original texts, and later scholars have criticized these interventions as alterations
of historical sources from the standpoint of modern empirical historiography. Nevertheless, the collection exerted a
profound influence on the nineteenth-century American perception of Washington and remains regarded as one of the

foundational works of American historical research.
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HAWKS, Francis Lister

Narrative of the expedition of an American squadron to the China Seas and Japan.
Washington, 1856.
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Narrative of the expedition of an American squadron to the China Seas and Japan s the official report of the American
expedition to Japan led by U.S. Navy officer Matthew C. Perry (1794-1858). Following Perry’s two expeditions to Japan,
it was published at the request of the United States Congress and issued in three volumes. The work was compiled by
Francis Lister Hawks (1798-1866), a clergyman well-known as the author of ecclesiastical histories, while Perry himself
supervised the publication.

The first volume presents an account of the voyage to Uraga based on Perry’s journals and includes descriptions of Hong
Kong, Canton, Macao, Shanghai, and the Ryukyu Islands, accompanied by illustrations by Wilhelm Heine. In addition to
diplomatic objectives, Perry sought to achieve scholarly results surpassing earlier studies of Japan and therefore brought
numerous scholars and researchers with the expedition. The second volume contains these academic reports, including
accounts of the topography and agriculture of the Ryukyu Islands by James Morrow, studies of agriculture in Japan and
China by Daniel S. Green, surveys of mineral resources near Hakodate by George Jones, a description of Hokkaido by
Junius J. Boyle, and observations on the Japanese archipelago and the Ryukyu Islands together with forecasts concerning
trade by Joel Abbot. The volume also includes the text of the Convention of Kanagawa and maps of the surrounding seas.
The third volume presents the results of astronomical observations conducted during the expedition by Jones, who served
as a naval chaplain and astronomer.
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HEINE, Wilhelm
KReise um die Erde nach Japan an Bord der Expeditions-Escadre unter Commodore

Matthew Calbraith Perry in den Jahren 1853, 1854, 1855.
Leipzig, 1856.
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Wilhelm Heine (1827-1885) was a painter born in Dresden, Germany. He worked as a court theatre artist in the city,
but after taking part in a revolutionary uprising with Richard Wagner and others in 1848, he fled to the United States
when the revolt was suppressed. In America his talent for producing rapid sketch drawings was recognized, and he entered
the U.S. Navy, eventually accompanying Matthew C. Perry on the expedition to Japan. At that time sketch drawings were
an important means of conveying scenes from distant expeditions, and most of Heine’s sketches were used to illustrate
Perry’s Narrative of the Expedition of an American Squadron to the China Seas and Japan, adding a sense of immediacy
to the account.

After returning to the United States, Heine prepared this work from his shipboard diary and from drawings omitted from
the official report. The manuscript was sent to Germany and published in Leipzig. Heine was known not only for the
speed of his sketches but also for the fluency of his writing. Throughout the work he expressed a favorable impression of
the Japanese, describing them as “a lively and intelligent people” and as “a nation in which ceremony and etiquette form
an important part of life,” and he frequently characterized them as “faithful” and “diligent.”

These remarks reflect Heine’s strong interest in Japan. He later returned to Germany and participated in an East Asian
expedition organized by the Kingdom of Prussia that also included Japan. As a travel writer he produced eight books, six
of which concern Japan.
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GRIFFIS, William Elliot

Matthew Calbraith Perry.
Boston, 1887.
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William Elliot Griffis (1843-1928) was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Coming to Japan from the United States in
1870, he taught physics and chemistry at Meishinkan, the domain school of the Fukui domain, and later taught at the
Daigaku Nanko, the predecessor of the University of Tokyo. After returning to the United States, he served as a clergyman
while pursuing a career as a writer, and produced works on Japan such as 7he Mikado’s Empire (1876).

This volume is a biography that begins with an account of the childhood of Matthew C. Perry and proceeds to describe
his naval career, character, and achievements. In the preface, Griffis explains that during his stay in Japan he was frequently
asked about Perry’s accomplishments. Yet while a biography of Perry’s elder brother, the naval officer Oliver Hazard Perry,
had already been published in the United States, no biography of Matthew Perry existed. For this reason, and in order to
satisfy the interest of Japanese readers, he undertook the writing of the present work. Griffis consulted sources such as
Narrative of the expedition of an American squadron to the China Seas and Japan and gathered additional information
through interviews with individuals connected to the navy, ultimately portraying Perry not as an ordinary figure but as a
typical officer of the United States Navy.

According to Griffis, this work was the first biography of Perry, written twenty-nine years after his death. The delay may
be related to the fact that Perry returned to the United States during the turbulent years leading to the American Civil
War, when little attention was paid to his career.
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Japan expedition press : U. S. steam-frigate "Powhaten".
Shimoda, 1854.
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This single-sheet newspaper was printed in 1854, when Matthew C. Perry returned to Japan to conduct negotiations for
opening Japan to foreign trade. Produced aboard the flagship USS Powhatan, one of the nine vessels of the expeditionary
fleet, it was distributed among the crew. The sheet was printed on May 1 of that year while the ship was anchored at
Shimoda. It contains a letter from Millard Fillmore, President of the United States, addressed to the Tokugawa Shogun,
together with the reply from the Emperor to the President, presented in Dutch and in English translation.

In the letter, the President proposes the opening of Japan to foreign trade and the conclusion of a commercial treaty,
requesting the protection of shipwrecked vessels and their crews as well as the provision of coal, food, and water. In
response, the Shogun states that not all of these requests can be granted because they are prohibited by law, yet agrees to
provide protection for shipwrecked sailors and to supply coal and other necessities.

Although only a few examples survive today, this item provides valuable evidence of the wide range of activities carried
out aboard the expeditionary vessels and the care taken to keep the crew informed.
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Akoku Torar lkkenkiis a record of the negotiations conducted between the Tokugawa shogunate and Townsend Harris
(1804-1878), the first United States Consul General to Japan. Harris arrived in 1856 and later negotiated the Treaty of
Amity and Commerce between Japan and the United States, known as the Harris Treaty. The volume records discussions
held between 1857 and 1858. The work records petitions submitted to the shogunate by the Mito domain and other
daimyo, accounts of the reception and negotiations with Harris and his party, memorials presented in Kyoto by Nakayama
Tadayasu and other court nobles, communications and negotiations between Edo and Kyoto, and documents ranging
from official notices issued in Edo to prayers offered at the Ise Grand Shrine. Although neither the editor nor the exact
date of compilation is known, the volume is thought to have been copied and compiled sometime after 1858.

Among its contents are satirical verses that circulated among the populace. One such poem reads: “Have the jokisens
(steamships) come to mock Japan? With only four, they keep us from sleeping at night.” This verse appears to echo the
well-known satirical poem said to have been composed at the time of the arrival of Matthew C. Perry: “Jokisen (tea)
awakens us from peaceful slumber; with only four cups, they keep us from sleeping at night.” The poem plays on a pun
between jokisen (_-E4%, “Jokisen tea”) and jokisen (Z&XUih, “steamships”), and through this wordplay vividly conveys
the surprise and anxiety felt by ordinary people at the sudden appearance of steam-powered ships.
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Shinyaku Gasshitkoku Shoshi (1855), compiled in the late Edo period, is a Japanese introduction to the United States
based on Geographisch Statistisch Historisch Handboek (1850) by the Dutch scholar Jacob Kramers (1802-1869). The
section concerning the United States was selected and translated by Koseki Takahiko, and the text was revised and
supplemented by Otsuki Bankei (1801-1878), a Confucian scholar and artillery specialist of the Sendai domain.

The work consists of two volumes: The first volume presents a general account of the geography, history, and political
system of the United States as a whole, while the second volume contains descriptions of the individual states. Completed
in 1854, merely four years after the publication of the original, the work was published the following year, in 1855. In the
preface, Otsuki Bankei himself notes that the book represents a translation of the most recent geographical work to have
reached Japan.

At the time, domestic interest in the United States had increased greatly in the wake of the arrival of Perry’s fleet in 1853
and 1854. The publication of this work reflects the growing interest in the United States within Japan during the final
years of the Tokugawa shogunate.
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Dainippon e kenjoh mitsugimono shinajinais a monochrome woodblock print recording the gifts brought to Japan by
Matthew C. Perry under the direction of Millard Fillmore, President of the United States. In his letter to the Tokugawa
shogunate, Fillmore wrote that he hoped His Majesty would accept several presents which, although not of great value,
would serve as examples of articles produced in the United States and as tokens of sincere friendship and respect.

The print illustrates a variety of items including textiles, leather goods, wine and spirits, weapons, mirrors, telescopes,
ship models, and even live birds. Additional objects were also brought, such as a model locomotive and passenger car with
rails, telegraph apparatuses, and clocks. These items were intended not only for the Tokugawa Shogun, but also to be
distributed among officials of the Tokugawa shogunate involved in negotiating the Convention of Kanagawa.

In the Narrative of the Expedition of an American Squadron to the China Seas and Japan, compiled by Francis L. Hawks,
it is noted that Japanese officials and workers frequently took out their writing materials, namely paper made from
mulberry bark together with ink and brushes, and continually made notes and sketches. The present print is thought to
have been produced as a woodblock reproduction of such drawings.
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Amerikakoku taisen no zu sonohoka gokakoku taisen no shasei enkei (1861) is a triptych nishiki-e woodblock print
designed by the ukiyo-e artist Ikkeisai Yoshitku (1833-1904), who was active in the late Edo period. Featuring a large
American steam warship flying the Stars and Stripes at the center of the composition, the print depicts ships from the
United Kingdom, France, Russia, and the Netherlands in the distant background. The horizontally extended format
emphasizes the imposing presence of the foreign fleet on the sea and visually conveys the tension and heightened interest
in international affairs in Japan following the opening of the country. Although the title includes the phrase “shasei enkei”
(literally “sketched distant view”), the print functions less as a strictly realistic record than as a topical nishiki-e highlighting
the dramatic and symbolic aspects of the event.

Yoshiiku began his career as a pupil of the renowned ukiyo-e master Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1798-1861) and inherited
from his teacher a taste for dramatic compositions and exaggerated visual effects. Another pupil of Kuniyoshi was Tsukioka
Yoshitoshi (1839-1892), and both artists became leading representatives of the Kuniyoshi school in the final years of Edo-
period ukiyo-e. Yoshiiku excelled particularly in warrior prints and topical subjects, and later became active in genres such
as sensational muzan-e, or “cruelty prints,” and illustrated newspaper prints known as shinbun nishiki-e.
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AUDUBON, John James

The birds of America.
Leipzig, 1972.
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The Birds of Americais an illustrated ornithological work created by John James Audubon (1785-1851), a natural history
painter and naturalist who represents nineteenth-century America. Issued in parts between 1827 and 1838 over a period
of twelve years and ultimately comprising four volumes, the work is distinguished by its nearly comprehensive treatment
of birds inhabiting North America and by its powerful depictions rendered at nearly life size. It was produced in the
monumental “double elephant folio” format, measuring approximately 100 by 66 cm, one of the largest formats ever used
in bookmaking. Today, only a small number of complete original sets survive worldwide, and because of their rarity and
exceptional artistic value they are regarded as among the most expensive books in the world.

This present copy is a selected facsimile published in 1972 and 1973 in East Germany using the collotype printing process.
Rather than reproducing the original four-volume set in its entirety, this edition selects from more than four hundred
plates and reproduces them in a single volume at approximately the original size. The 1972 and 1973 editions differ in the
plates included and in the design of the binding. Each edition was limited to one thousand copies, of which five hundred
were issued in traditional Japanese-style stab binding.
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This letter was written by George Washington to his close associate Edward Carrington during the period of the “Quasi-
War” with France, following Washington’s retirement from the presidency. Upon being appointed by President John
Adams, he resumed public service as Commander-in-Chief of the Army, offering guidance on military organization and
appointments. It appears that he contemplated Carrington’s appointment as Quartermaster General.

In the letter, Washington expresses his appreciation for Carrington’s willingness to serve, while explaining that the
appointment was set aside owing to congressional circumstances. He nevertheless affirms his confidence in Carrington’s
character, writing: “Unless an actual invasion, or such demonstrations of it as cannot be mistaken, should call us all to
arms ... | am persuaded you would be among the last to stand upon punctilio.” The remark underscores his conviction that
Carrington would not allow considerations of rank or ceremony to delay decisive action in the face of genuine national
danger. By referring to his inquiry to the Secretary of War, Washington further demonstrates both his integrity and his
strong sense of public duty, while also illuminating contemporary attitudes toward national defense. This document thus
stands as a significant historical record. From a material perspective, the handwriting, with its quill-like gradation and
minimal ink bleed, suggests materials of superior quality.

*Edward Carrington (1748-1810): A Virginia officer and politician who served in the American Revolutionary War and became
a close associate of Washington. Appointed the first United States Marshal for Virginia in 1789, he held the post until 1791.
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PERRY, Matthew Calbraith
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This letter was written by Matthew C. Perry to John, the son of the meteorologist William C. Redfield, who was a close
associate of Perry. Following his return from the Japan expedition, Perry supervised the publication of Narrative of the
Expedition of an American Squadron to the China Seas and Japan (1856), prepared by Francis Hawks, and invited
Redfield to contribute a scholarly essay based on naval logbooks and meteorological observations. Although Redfield
submitted “Observations on the Typhoons of the Western Pacific” in 1856, he died unexpectedly the following year. Perry
subsequently incorporated the essay into Volume Il and composed its preface himself. Within the preface, he referred to
Redfield’s friendship with Rear Admiral Samuel Chester Reid. In order to ensure the accuracy of these remarks, Perry
transmitted a draft to John on March 28, 1857, requesting its careful examination and correction. The letter's measured
tone reflects both a scrupulous sense of responsibility and a profound respect for his late colleague. The handwriting,
which is characterized by fine, slightly faded strokes and subtle variations in ink density, exhibits consistent spacing and
composure, suggesting disciplined restraint and quiet refinement.

*William C. Redfield (1789-1857): A pioneering American meteorologist who discovered the “law of the rotational motion and
progression of storms” in 1821. His theory of rotating hurricanes laid the foundation for modern meteorology.
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This letter was written by Nathaniel Hawthorne to Edward B. Houghton of Boston. By this period, Hawthorne had firmly
established his literary reputation with 7he Scarlet Letter (1850). Appointed by his friend President Franklin Pierce, he
served as United States Consul in Liverpool from 1853 to 1858. Liverpool was at that time a principal center of Anglo-
American trade; the duties of the consulship were consequently exacting and extensive. Under such circumstances,
Hawthorne is known to have found such bureaucratic obligations uncongenial and to have felt keenly the interruption of
his literary work.

The letter itself is notably concise. In reply to an earlier letter, he writes: “I am happy to comply with the request contained
in your letter of July 9th,” and signs in the abbreviated form “Nathl. Hawthorne,” which he frequently employed during
this period. The tone is formal and official, and his characteristic literary expressiveness is deliberately restrained.

Although these years of service required him to subordinate literary activity to public duty, the experience later found
expression in Our Old Home (1863). Through the document’s dignified and measured language, as well as the steady
pressure and controlled execution of the hand, one perceives not only the imaginative author but also the conscientious
and disciplined consul.
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LONGFELLOW, Henry Wadsworth
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This letter was written by Wadsworth Longfellow to the New York publishing firm Anthony & Co. By this stage in his
career, Longfellow had already firmly established his reputation through works such as Evangeline (1847) and The Song
of Hiawatha (1855), securing an unassailable position as a national poet. Meanwhile, in his private life, he was enduring
profound sorrow, having lost his beloved wife Frances in 1861.

In the letter, Longfellow addresses a proposed publication of Hyperion (1839), which the firm had sought to undertake.
He states that the edition was “not authorized by me,” thereby declining the request. Hyperion, the prose work derived
from his European travels, had enjoyed wide readership, and editions or special issues were not infrequently issued without
his direct involvement. Since copyright protections were not yet fully established in mid-nineteenth-century America,
authors often found it difficult to exercise complete control over the publication of their works. The steady character of his
handwriting conveys an impression of intellectual discipline, befitting a scholar who had distinguished himself as a
university professor. This letter thus offers insight into both Longfellow’s efforts to protect the integrity of his works and
the broader realities of nineteenth-century American publishing.
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This autograph manuscript of After the Supper and Talkwas composed by Walt Whitman in the closing years of his life.
During this period, Whitman lived in relative seclusion at his home in New Jersey. Physical frailty made travel difficult,
and the composition of poetry, together with conversations with visitors, constituted one of his few remaining ties to
society.

Included in the deathbed edition of Leaves of Grass (1892), in the cluster entitled “Sands at Seventy,” the poem stands
as a culminating expression of the poet’s life and art. It portrays the moment when supper and conversation have ended
and guests depart with lingering reluctance: handshakes among friends, repeated words of farewell, and gestures that seek
to prolong the inevitable parting, all rendered with poignant immediacy. At a deeper level, the poem has been understood
to signify not only a temporary leave-taking but Whitman’s own valediction to life. Once celebrated as the “poet of the
people,” he had largely withdrawn from the public life, devoting his days to the company of friends and readers even as he
sensed their gradual parting. The present manuscript thus conveys an intimate image of Whitman in his final years.

Although the poem was sent to a publisher in 1885, it ultimately appeared in another periodical in 1887. A note beneath
the title, “preceding some added poems at end of a volume,” suggests that Whitman did not initially intend it for magazine
publication.
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This autograph letter of thanks was written by Mark Twain in the later years of his life. The addressee, “Miss Duncan,”
is believed to be Isadora Duncan, who was then attracting wide attention for her innovative approach to dance as an art
form. At the time, Twain was living with a profound sense of loss in his private life, having lost his beloved wife in 1904.
On the other hand, his international reputation as an author remained undiminished, and he continued to engage with
numerous artists and cultural figures through his lectures and social circles.

In the letter, he responds to the praise he had received with the concise yet gracious words: “On the contrary! I thank you
very heartily for saying those pleasant words to me.” At the top appears the address 21 Fifth Avenue, New York, where
Twain maintained an active social life in his later years, and the signature employs his real name, S. L. Clemens. The
flowing hand and expansive curves of the script convey a sense of unaffected warmth. Though consisting of only a few
lines, this document reveals Twain’s graciousness in acknowledging the words of others, even in his twilight years, and
offers insight into the cultural networks that surrounded him at the time.

*Isadora Duncan (1877-1927): A pioneering dancer widely regarded as the “mother of modern dance.” She gained
prominence in transatlantic artistic circles and maintained connections with writers and intellectuals in New York. In his
later years, Twain expressed interest in the new artistic movements and spirit of youth, and he is believed to have been
sympathetic to Duncan’s innovative ideals.
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These private letters were written by Henry James to his close acquaintance May Gordon. Two of the letters are dated
1910 and 1911, when James was in his late sixties. Although he had passed the zenith of his creative powers, he continued
to value personal friendships and intellectual exchange.

In these two letters, James expresses profound sympathy and condolence for Gordon upon the death of her husband.
His words, “the whole business of going on must take for you from day to day a great deal of doing,” and “we do somehow
—when we must,” reveal both the encouragement of one acquainted with grief and a resilient determination toward life.
Having himself lost two brothers in close succession in 1910, he confides, “I have had a very heavy couple of years.”

In these two letters, James expresses profound sympathy and condolence for Gordon upon the death of her husband.
The third item, a card sent from Bournemouth while James was convalescing, conveys a lighter and more casual tone. In
it he writes, “I want so to hear your late foreign adventures.” This suggests an earlier and more tranquil period of exchange,
dating from a time when Gordon’s husband was still living and before the shadow of bereavement had fallen upon their
correspondence.

The closely written lines that fill the page, together with the slightly wavering hand, suggest thoughts and emotions
pressing forward faster than the pen could fully command. Taken together, these three letters form a valuable record of
James’s later years, revealing both the introspective vision of the author and the warmth and humanity of the man himself.
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B Books and Architectural Fittings from the Former Library Building

Cassell’s Popular Sciencel is a popular science work published by Cassell & Co. Measuring 27 centimeters in height
and comprising 576 pages, it forms a substantial volume. It was intended to stimulate interest in the most advanced
scientific developments of its day and incorporates color plates, showcasing the precision of contemporary three-color
printing technology. Covering a wide range of subjects, including photography and X-ray technology, the book offers a
window onto the technological progress and everyday life of Europe and the United States in the decades following the
Industrial Revolution.

The Kyoto Prefectural Library acquired this volume in 1905 (Meiji 38) from Daikokuya, a bookseller specializing in
Western publications. The bookseller’s label affixed to the endpaper and the handwritten date on the title page remain
as tangible traces of the library’s early acquisition practices, inviting us to imagine the process of selection and the
readers who once consulted the book.

The Industrial Revolution also fostered significant advances in lock technology.

When the present library building was newly constructed in 1909 (Meiji 42), architectural hardware, including
doorknobs and cylinders, was imported from the American firm Yale & Towne. The lock on display bears the “Y & T”
stamp, identifying it as a product of the company founded in 1868 and a predecessor of the present-day Yale brand.

During the Meiji period, such architectural hardware could not yet be manufactured domestically in Japan and was
therefore dependent on imports. The reception room also reflects a historical context in which the prestige of imported
goods was highly valued.

Visitors to the Kyoto Prefectural Library in the Meiji and Taisho periods would thus have encountered distant foreign
cultures through both the books and the lock marked “MADE IN U.S.A.”
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B Western and Japanese Books

In 1912 (Taisho 1), the library acquired an edition of 7he Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Tom Sawyer’s Comrade)?
by Mark Twain, originally published around 1900. The library also holds the series Eigo Eibungaku Koza (The English
and American Literature Lecture Series), published by Eigo Eibungaku Kankokai (1933-1934), which includes
Japanese translations such as Huckleberry Finn. These holdings suggest the presence of readers who engaged with both
the original English texts and its Japanese translations and commentaries.

Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Twenty American Authors?, which features twenty writers accompanied by
engraved portraits, offers a glimpse into the American literary scene during its flourishing in the latter half of the
nineteenth century.

In 1940 (Showa 15), the year before the outbreak of the Pacific War, the library acquired the first volume of the series
Gendai Amerika Shosetsu Zenshi (‘The Complete Collection of Contemporary American Fiction ), which included 7o
Have and Have Notby Ernest Hemingway:

The Good Earth’ by Pearl S. Buck became a bestseller in Japan, while in the preface to her translation of Buck’s 7he
Mother’, Hanako Muraoka emphasized the importance of understanding both China and the United States.

Issue No. 58 of The Kyoto Prefectural Central Library Bulletin®, contains an essay entitled “Devote Time to the
Careful Reading of Worthy Books,” inspired by Pearl S. Buck and encouraging thoughtful reading. These documents
suggest the presence of an intellectual climate that sought to understand Britain, America, and China, at least until 1942
(Showa 17), when a movement to exclude so-called “enemy languages” became widespread.

After the Second World War, interest in English conversation and admiration for American culture surged,
accompanied by a marked increase in the import of American films. Although a Japanese translation of Gone with the
Windby Margaret Mitchell had been published before the war, the film itself could not be screened in Japan at that
time. When it finally premiered in September 1952 (Showa 27), it became a major hit despite admission prices set at
five times the usual rate.

Magazines published in the same year, such as Ejga Johd’, teatured Gone with the Wind, while Mainichi Graph'
carried photographs relating to For Whom the Bell Tolls by Hemingway. The rich photographic coverage in these
pictorial magazines conveys the fervent public enthusiasm for American culture during this period.
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HEINE, Wilhelm
Passing the Rubicon.
1855. approx. 67 X 94cm.
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At the time of Matthew C. Perry’s arrival in Japan in 1853 (Kaei 6), the painter Wilhelm Heine and the photographer
Eliphalet Brown Jr. accompanied the expedition and recorded its progress. Under Brown'’s supervision, Heine executed
a series of watercolor drawings that were later issued as a set of six large-scale lithographs entitled Graphic Scenes of
the Japan Expedition, which are said to have been formally presented to Perry. Among them, Passing the Rubicon,
alluding to the famous episode from ancient Rome, suggests the decisive moment when Perry’s squadron attempted to
enter Edo Bay, symbolizing the crossing of a line from which there could be no return.

The lithograph preserved by the Kyoto Prefectural Library collection bears a dedicatory inscription by Sakuro Tanabe
(1861-1944), the engineer known for designing the Lake Biwa Canal. Tanabe purchased the work in the United States
and later donated it to the library, where it was displayed in the reception room.

The lithograph also features an additional handwritten sentence in English. Subsequent research has revealed that the
sentence was added by William Hamilton Hardy, who had served as Chief Gunner aboard the USS Saratoga in Perry’s
squadron. In 1917, sixty-four years after Perry’s arrival, the 82-year-old Hardy visited Japan. Upon seeing the lithograph
at the library, he was so deeply moved that he added the inscription in his own hand.

Heine, Brown, Perry, and Hardy—this singular lithograph is linked to each of these figures, standing as a rare object
that embodies profound ties with the United States.
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