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Tourism in Kyoto

Have you done much sightseeing in Kyoto? There are many reasons why Kyoto ranks highly among
world traveling destinations, and one of them is the abundance of historical temples and shrines. Three
of the most well-known and famous temples or shrines in Kyoto include Kinkakuji, Fushimi Inari
Taisha, and Kiyomizu-dera.

Kinkakuji, also known as the Golden Pavilion, was established in the year 1397, but it was burnt down
in 1950 and then rebuilt in 1955. Originally, it was not covered with gold leaf on the outside, but now
they say that more than 20 kilograms of gold leaf have been used to cover it, and for that reason it is a
world-famous spot to take a photo.

The Shrine of Fushimi Inari has also become a very popular tourist destination in the Kyoto area
because of its many red Shinto gates, called torii, which are donated by companies and individuals for
good luck in business. The Shrine is dedicated to the god of rice. There are over 10,000 gates on the
hillside, and some say the number is much larger than that.

Finally, no trip to Kyoto would be complete without a visit to Kiyomizu-dera Temple, which overlooks
the city from the Southeast. It has both Shinto and Buddhist traditional elements. You can actually see
Kyoto Tower from the hillside shrine, which was founded in 780 at the site of a natural waterfall. It is
unique because of the large wooden terrace and the impressive, thatched roof, which was renovated
and replaced finishing in 2020.

Kyoto is known as “the walking city”, so if you come to visit you should bring some good shoes and
enjoy walking through the history and culture of these and many other sightseeing areas.



